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3 pains, and encounter'd great 
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in Mace 


D Tg. T heſſalonica, which was, the 
metropolis of 'it; he is therefore the more 
preſſing in theſe epiſtles to them that 141 
would continue ſtedfaſt in the faith whic 
they had received, that they would walk 


worthy of their holy profeſſion, and let- 7 | 


converſation be as becometh the Goſpel of 


Chriſt. But becauſe ſome among them had 


diſhonoured their religion by a licentigus prac- 
tice, we find him in che text addrefling hi 

ſelf to the brethren in a very earneſt and 12 
fectionate manner, and inculcating 1 upon them 


the practice of the chriſtian duties of admoni- 


tion and rebuke; that they ſhould reſtraint and 


eurb ſuch headſtrong and ungovernable mem- 
A 2 8 bers, 
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bers, and endeavour to the utmoſt to reform 
hein; and uſe all proper means to reclaim 
to a richt mind all ſuch. as walk not ac- 
; cording to the chriſtian rule. Nom we ex- 

F. you,” brethren, f a warn them that 


are unruly. 


TRR words in the original carry in them 
a ſenſe ſomething ſtronger than our tranſla- 
tion does come up to; Nug1767s Tos drduſus, 
that is, put them in mind of the evil of their 
ways; bring to their minds the danger they 
are in, and the conſequences that attend 
them, that ſo they may call their own ſin to 
remembrance, and turn from the evil of their 
doings; 3. that they may no longer be held un- 
der the power of ignorance. and deluſion, 
ſthew this people their tranſgreſſion, and con- 
vince them of their fin. And then 'ardx)vs, 
fignifies the diſorderly and irregular, that will 
conform to no rules, that diſturb the publick 

eace by indulging inordinate affections, by 
their diflolute manners, and enormous lives; 
*Tis properly a military term, denoting ſuch 
ſoldiers as don't maintain their poſt, and keep 
the ſtation that is aſſigned them, but either 
break their ranks, or deſert their: colours. 75 


FROM this account given of the words 
before us, I ſhall make a general obſervation 
or two upon the apoſtle's precept in the 
text, and then apply my ſelf more. particu- 
larly | to the occation of this oy: 8 n 


— o 


I can but obſerve in the fir/t place, that 
St. Paul writes not this precept to paſtors and 


1 : * 
. 


teachers, and to the overſeers of the flock of 


Chriſt, but to the people, and to the church 
of Gop, which he had gathered together in 
that city: that they would ſupport and coin- 
fort one another under their afflictions and 
diſtreſſes; that if any brother be found 
walking diſorderly among them, they ſhould 
admoniſh him of his fault with gentleneſs, 
and warn him of the ſcandal and offence he 
gives to others by his behaviour; and if he 
till continues obſtinate and refractory, and 
will neither be reformed by admonitions nor 
reproofs, that they ſhould note the man, that 
is, ſet a mark upon him, and have no com- 
pany with him, that he may be aſhamed, Yet 
count bim not as an enemy, ſays he, but ad- 
moniſh him as a brother, His meaning is, 
that they ſhould ſet before ſuch men the 
danger of a relapſe, and the guilt of apoſta- 
cy; and be exhorting one another daily, while 
it is called to day, leſt any be hardned thro' 
the deceitfulneſs of fin. © 5 
Tus we ſee chriſtian charity requires 
every man to warn his neighbour of the dan- 
ger hs is in, and the evil that attends him. 
Nor is this a work confined wholly to the 
paſtoral office, ſo as to exclude afl others 
from engaging in it, but a common labour 
of love, and a duty owing from one man to 
another. No man, that has a true concern 

FWW for 
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for the cauſe of Gon, or a ſenſe of love to- 
wards his * but muſt have ſo much 
compaſſion for his offending brother, as by 

admonitions or rebukes to endeavour to re- 
ſcue him from the pit of deſtruction. Even 
a precept of the Feuiſb law commanded ſo 
much charity to the fouls of men, (Lev. xix. 
17.) ſaying, Thou ſhalt not hate thy brother 
in thine heart : thou ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke 
thy neighbour, and not ſuffer fin upon him. 


Secondly, Wx may obſerve the great cha- 
rity of rebuking ſinners, which the apoſtle 
Here ſo earneſtly recommends; and thar 
both the law and the goſpel do concur in 
enjoining the practice of it. Now the rules 
of religion do every where inculcate a mu- 
tual affection and benevolence ; we are re- 
* to love our neighbour as ourſelves, to 
eed the hungry, and clothe the naked, to 
vifit the fick, the fatherleſs and the widow, 
and to adminiſter a ſuitable and ſeaſonable 
relief to the wants of all. And if the wants 
of the body are thus carefully to be ſupplied, 
can we imagine that the ſoul, which is of 
infinitely more value, is not better deſerving 
our regard? How can we forbear ſhewing 
| ud, charity to the ſouls of men, as to 


warn them of the evil of their ways, to ſet 
before them the hazards they run, and what 
will be the end of theſe things? It was a 

recept of the law (Deut. xxii. 1.) Thou ſhalt 
not ſee thy brother's ox, or his ſheep, go aſtray, 
aud hide thy ſelf from them: thou ſhalt in 


any 


any caſe bring them. again unto thy brother. 
And ſhall we ſee our brother himſelf going 
aſtray in the paths that lead to deſtruction, 
and not have ſo much pity and compaſſion 
towards him as to endeavour to bring him 
to a ſight of his errors, and reclaim him to 
a right mind? Tho we are not to be our 
brother's keeper, yet we may be his adviſer, 
Where a fair opportunity offers of working 

good upon him. And this brings me to a 


Third obſervation, TH Ar the good to be 
expected from rebuking others will in great 
meaſure depend on the manner of doing it. 
And indeed, it required much prudence and 
diſcretion ſo to manage the buſineſs of re- 
proof, that it may take effect. Tis a diffi- 
cult matter to find a proper way of rebuk- 
ing our ſuperiors, and to reprove the great. 
men, and princes of the earth. Inſomuch, 
that Fob (xxxiv. 18.) ſays; Is it fit to jay 10 

a king, Thou art wicked? and to princes, Ne 
are ungodly? Or however, be it never ſo 
fit it ſhould be ſaid, yet very few are fit to 
ſay it. Indeed Nathan the prophet once 
conveyed a' reproof into. the -mind of kin 

David, in ſo artful a manner, under che dit 
guiſe of a parable repreſenting a rich man 
rie vouſly oppreſſing a poor man, that the 
king at once condemned the fact, and the 
7 ſaying, The man that has done this 
thing ſhall ſurely. die; then Nathan turned 
it all upon him, ſaying, Thou art the man; 
and by this means he was brought to con- 
N | Kefßen 
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feſſion and repentance, 2 Sam. xii. 1. But 


it fared otherwiſe with John the baptiſt, who 


reproved Herod for his inceſtuous marriage; 


the king was not reformed, and the prophet 
loſt his head for it, Mark vi. 17, Ke. 


80 again, in the buſineſs of reproving, we 
are not to reproach and revile men for their 
faults, under pretence of reforming them; 
much leſs to expoſe their vices to the world; 
becauſe that may injure their reputation, 
and ruin their affairs. To extinguiſh the 
laſt ſpark of ſhame' will be effectually to ba- 
niſh all virtue, and to cut off all hopes of 
amendment, and will be a means to harden 
them, but never to reclaim them. Such 
treatment will convince them that we ara 
their enimies, who make their vices only a 
handle to vent our paſſions againſt them. 


Nox are we to rebuke men in a dogmatical, 
a ſupercilious, and an overbearing way, as if we -- 


meant rather to ſhew our authority over them, 
than expreſs our charity for them. This ſavours 
too much of pride and affectation in our ſelves; 
and if they are once inclined to think that we 


deſpiſe cms, they will never be convinc- 


ed, that we can really be concerned for their good. 


- Mex, conſidered as rational creatures, are 
not to be treated like ſlaves and brutes ; nor 


to be driven to their duty. with whips and 


ſcourges, but drawn with the cords of a man, 
as the prophet expreſſes it, (Hof. xi. 4.) that 


„ „ . ao cc i... om ©» _ as omar ke b# : 


—_—y 
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is, gently led by example, by counſel, by = 
admonition, or perſwaſion; convinced by ark 
gument, reclaimed by reaſan, and overcoms 


by love. 


* 


Ap above all; a man muſt be ſure to 
reform himſelf before he ſets about refofms 

ing others. Phyſician, heal thy ſelf, is a 
bitter proverb of reproach: or, as the Apoſ- 
tle ſays, (Rom. ii. 21.) Thou which teacheſs = 
another, teacheft thou not thy ſelf ? is ſuch a 
a queſtion as can never be anſwered but bi 5 
forbearing thoſe things, which we are 
ready to cenſure and condemn in other 

men. They that offer a healing and a help- 
ing hand to reform the manners of the 
age, muſt in all things ſhew themſelves a 
patrern of good works; they muſt be blame- 
leſs and harmleſs, and as the ſons of. Gop 
without rebuke, in the midſt of a crook 
and perverſe nation. T 


Fl 
x 

»: 
+ .# 


of 


In truth, it muſt be owned that great 
numbers among us are fit to be reproved, 
but tis not fit for every one to undertake 
the office: Some want authority, ſome op- 
portunity, and moſt men proper application 
and addreſs for a work of this nature. 


Bur there are another ſort among us 
that are to be dealt with in another man- 
ner; the Refractory, the Unruly, and the 
Reprobate, who bid defiance to all laws, 
who go about corrupting and debauching 

wy others, 
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others, who daily commit things worthy of 
puniſhment, and take pleaſure in them that 
do the ſame: tis for ſuch St. Paul ſays, 
the law is made, (1 Tim. i. .) for the lat 
leſs and diſobedient, for the ungodly, and for 
finners, for unboly and ' profane, Correction 
and puniſhment is a charity to them; for 
theſe are ſuch as are paſt all counſel and 
reproof, they hate to be reformed, they are 
deaf to all advice, and hardned againſt en- 
treaty: as they have transformed themſelves 
into brutes by their vices, ſo they deſerve 
not the treatment of reaſonable men. 


- Now the deſign of theſe 8SocIETIES 
For Reformation of Manners, (to whom 1 
ſhall apply my ſelf in the remaining part 
of this diſcourſe) is to check the bold pro- 
greſs of vice and immorality among us: to 
endeavour firſt to reclaim ſinners by all 
the gentle methods of perſwaſion, and where 
this fails of any effect, to bring ſuch evil 
doers to juſtice, 'and proſecute old offenders 


according to law. 


'*T1s an undoubted maxim of govern- 
ment, that tis the duty and intereſt of go- 
vernors to ſupport religion, becauſe religion 
is the ſure ſupport of government. When 
the fear of God has once got poſſeſſion of 
mens minds, as it ſecures their obedience 
to him, ſo it inſtructs them in the prac- 
tice of truth and righteouſneſs, of juſtice 


and charity to their fellow- creatures. Tis 
righ- 
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righteouſneſs that gſtabliſbeth a kingdom, and 
exalteth 4 nation; tis the fear of Goo 
that keeps the world upon its hinges, and 
ſuſtains the pillars of it, and is the beſt 
upholder of the thrones of princes: for as 
it ſets before them their own obligation to 
purſue the publick good, ſo at the ſame time 
it teaches the people to ſubmit to their 
government. Tis a principle that guards 
vate property, and ſecures. publick peace 
beyond the ſanction of human laws. Let 
this principle be but once taken away, and 
what diſorder and confuſion muſt enſue? 
The beſt conſtituted government upon earth 
muſt ſoon be diſſolved, the ſtronger would 
overpower the weaker, the many would 
overrun the few, the giddy multitude would 
riſe up againſt their rulers, and trample all 
authority and power under their feet; ſtrength 
would become the law of juſtice, and that 
which is feeble would be found to be lit- 
tle worth. But when this fear has once ta» 
ken root in mens hearts, it reſtrains the na- 
tural fierceneſs of their tempers, it ſoftens 
the hardneſs of. their hearts, and ſets bounds 
to thoſe extravagancies which no power up- 
on earth could be able to controul, 


T 1s therefore the wiſdom and policy of 
governors to promote the practice of  vir- 
rue, and to check and diſcountenance evil- 
doers. Tis the proper office of the magiſ- 
trate to put the laws in execution againſt 
notorious offenders; and ſuch magiſtrates de- 
qr | B 2 ſerve 


. 


ſerve well of the publick, who ſhew a be- 
caving: Zeal. on this oocaiion., Hut the. nr 


convict de, 5 Tis. not to bo- _—_— | 
that the magiſtrate. can find proof and pu- 
niſnment too; nor is it fitting that he ſhould 
92 7588 an, ook guilge 1 in be ee 


err: lee me entreat Gras as: Ages in this 
gland: work, to be extremely careful that they 
give no offence by their own. behaviour, ſo 
as to cauſe their good to be evil ſpoken of: 
that they purſue a good End by good arid 
warrantable means: that they never te 
= order to accuſe; nor be guilty of ſo baſe | 

4 practice as to lay. ſnares in the way of 
others, which may prove a fnignblitg-block, 
and an occaſion of falling. No charge of this 
kind, I think, has ever been made good againſt 
chem ; and, I hope, never will. But let them 


Lt rebuke the evil-doers by their own good ex- 


ample, that they may be aſhamed; and then 
with the better authority they may aſſiſt the 
magiſtrate in Pidg the laws in execution 

_— them. fd” b 


GREAT pains have * en to 9 9 
the name of an Infur mer odious to the world, 

and to reprefent all perſons fo employed, ” 
1 mT 
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of an obnoxious character, as Spies upon their 
neighbours actions, as buſy- bodies, and med- 
dlers in other mens matters. But nothing 
of this kind, tis to be hoped, will ever ap- 
pear againſt you. So long as you are the 
inſtruments of detecting mens vices, and 
bringing infamous offenders to their deſerv- 
ed puniſhment, the mouth of the wicked 
will be opened againſt you; but if Gop's 
honour, and the cauſe of religion be the 
true motives. of your zeal, you may com- 
fore, your, ſelves under their. revilings, and 
ſay unto Gos, as the, Pſalmiſt did, (Ixix. .) 
The reproaches of them that reproached thee, 


» 


Nov if the ſpreading of vice and wick- 
edneſs be a publick evil, then' the laws tg 
reſtrain and curb it are good and whole 
ſome laws, and they that ſet their hands to 
this work deſerve thanks for their pains, and 
not reproaches. If any man be found invad- 
ing his neighbour's property, by force, or 
fraud, or diſturbing the peace. of the com- 
munity, or attempting his neighbour's life, or 
conſpiring to deſtroy the king, and ſubvert 
the government; that is, if he be a thief, 
a murderer, or a traytor, every man's hand 
is againſt him to bring him to juſtice, and 
the ſentence of the law is ready to be put 
in execution againſt the offender : and ſhall 
the laws to diſcourage and reſtrain the 
growth of immorality and profaneneſs, and 
to promote religion and virtue in the * 
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be the only laws that are not to be put in 
execution? Tt: 
1 | 
1 8H ALL / briefly" e enquire; "Hh are the 


cauſes of that diſſoluteneſs of manners which 
is viſible in che preſent times. 


1 N the rſt place, I am fully Berend 
that much work of this kind might be ſpar- 
ed, if Parents, and Maſters of Families 
would be careful to ſet a good example at 
home, and keep a ſtricter hand over thoſe 


that are under their care. Would they be 


perſwaded to ſpend more time in their fa- 
milies after the buſineſs of the day is over, 
inſtead of frequenting Clubs and Playhouſes; 
and inſtruct their children and ſervants in 
the duties of religion, younger people would 
turn out in the world much better than they 
do. But when the maſter of the family 
goes one way, the family naturally goes an- 
other; and 1t can't be expected they will 
ſpend their time much better than their 
maſters do. Every family is a little king- 
dom, and a kingdom is but a great family: 
and unleſs government and order be kept 
up at home, diſorder and confuſion will 
appear every where abroad: and where evil 
principles take root in the mind, and are 

Larchel in the houſe, wickedneſs will: ſoon 
ſhew its face in the ſtreets, and the conta- 
gion of it overſpread the land. Tis a com- 
mon obſervation, and has a great deal of truth 


in it, chat vice takes its riſe from courts and 
: palaces, 


for Reformation of Manners, 1 5 
palaces, and from thence ſoon ſpreads itſelf 
among the nobility and gentry, and by de- 
grees gets among the common people: but 
in the caſe before us the obſervation fails 
for it may be affirmed with much truth, that 
our Queen's example in educating her family 
has been worthy the imitation of every pa- 
rent. Here it is (as I ſaid) in the family that 
the mind is to be moulded, the manners 
formed; good impreſſions are to be made, 
and the habits begun within doors, in order 
to a perfect man: and then it may be expect- 
ed from them that are thus diſciplined, that 
they ſhould keep up their character, and make 
a becoming figure upon the ſtage of the 
publick. Train up a child in the way he 
ſhould. go; ſays Solomon, (Prov. xx11. 6.) and 
the influence of ſuch a good education will 
generally remain with him, ſo that when he 
is old he will not depart from it. 


Secondly, ANOTHER cauſe of the vice and 
corruption of the age, is the neglect of pub- 
lick worſhip, and miſpending the Sunday: 
which proceeds in great meaſure from the 


humour of reſorting to country houſes and 


lodgings, which has ſpread amongſt all forts 


of people: or at leaſt of walking to houſes 


of entertainment on that day in the out- parts, 
or neighbouring villages: and tis well known, 
that the chief ſupport of ſuch houſes depends 
upon their ſunday's trade. Many families we 
have in this city that attend no place of 

wor- 


of former times. 
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worſhip at all: and in many churches the 
number of people that make up the ſunday's 


congregation, is not equal to the number of 
bouſes in the pariſh. 7155 1 


Thirdly, Axor HER evil of the age we 
live in, is the luxury and profuſeneſs that 
abounds among us. Each man is deſirous of 
appearing to be what he is not, by making a 
figure in life above himſelf, and mimicking 


his ſuperiors in unneceſſary expences. All the 


while we are complaining of a numerous poor, 
the weight of taxes, the proſpect of a war, and 
the decay of trade; but yet no retrenchment of 
expences is any where to be ſeen. Expenſive 
diverſions are purſued at any rate by all ſorts 
of people; and we are ready to purchaſe a 
performer at a theatrical entertainment at ſuch 
a price, as no nation but ours will come up to. 


Fourthly, ANOTHER cauſe of corruption, is 


the idleneſs of our poor, and not putting the 
laws in execution to require and compel ſuch 
to labour as have no viſible way of liveli- 


hood. The debauchery of theſe days among 


the loweſt of the 88 is beyond all example 
he habit of drinking ſpiri- 


tuous liquors is almoſt univerſal; ſo that men 
and women are to be ſeen at noon day lying 
drunk in the ſtreets. A practice pregnant of 
many evils, it conſumes their money, it waſtes 
their ſpirits, it enfeebles their health, it ren- 
ders them unfit for labour, and makes them 


ripe 


f 
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ripe for any deſperate deſign. Such a de- 
bauched courſe of life can no way be ſup- 
ported by ſuch people, but by pilfering. and 
| ſealing : and from theſe practices tis no dif- 
ficult thing to account for the increaſe of 
our pile execotions. 7 07 20 TT 
_ PFifthly, Axor RH ER cauſe in theſe popu- 
lous cities, is the ſnares and temptations that 
beſet young 3 from the enticements 
of lewd and debauched women, who throw 
themſelves in their way in order to-enflame 
their paſſions, and beguile them of theit 
innocence. To ſee common ' proſtitutes tak? ., 
ing up their ſtands, and plying at the cor- 
ners of the ſtreets, to ſeduce our ſons and 
ſervants, to corrupt our youth before they 
ripen into manhood, to taint their blood, 
and lay the foundation of putrifying ſores, 
and rottenneſs of bone, is an evil thar calls 
for a remedy. To ſee the numbers that 
apply every week to our hoſpitals for a cure 
of a loathſome diſeaſe, which they have 
brought upon themſelves by their own fin 
| Und folly, muſt convince any one of the 
abounding of vice among the common peo- 


Sitxthly, Ax or HER cauſe of corruption 
of manners among us, is that ſtrange notion 
of liberty which the preſent generation his 
imbibed; fuch a liberty as is inconſiſtent with 
peace and good order, and tends to the ſub- 
_ verſion of all reſtraint and government. And 
- C this 


enemy to our church an 
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this licentiouſneſs in opinion, is making large 


advances towards licentiouſneſs in practice. 
The general cry is, Liberty, no reſtraint or 


controul from laws, or magiſtrates : Let us 


break their bonds aſunder, ſay they, and caſt 
away their cords from us. Thus liberty runs 
out into licentiouſneſs, and every man claims 


the privilege of doing what ſeems right in 
his own eyes. We are for leaping over all 
bounds, for throwing down all encloſures; 


we are unhinging every thing, in order to 
make way for ſomething. And whilſt we are 
thus employed to pluck up and deſtroy, the 

and nation, the great 
enemy to our religion, our laws, and our 
liberties, is looking on with pleaſure, and 
taking every advantage againſt us. Tis 
high time to give the people warning of 
their danger, when the increaſe of Popery 
among us is too evident to be denied; when 
their emiſſaries ſhall openly propagate their 


doctrines, and go on to make converts in and 


about the capital city of the nation. They 


have been waiting all opportunities to betray 
us, and have found none ſo likely as the pres 


ſent. The juſt abhorrence to their religion 
is almoſt worn out among us, and a general 
indifference to all religion 1s ſucceeded in 


its place. Nor is this the worſt; a diſbelief 


of reveal'd religion has ſpread it ſelf among 
us, with a contempt of its ordinances, and a 
zeal to advance the cauſe of Infidelity. Such 
men Jurely are doing the buſineſs of Popery, 


tho' they diſcern it not; for after all, ſuper- 


ſtition 


for Reformation of Manners; a 7 2 my 


ſtition and profaneneſs; bigotry and infidelity, 
are not ſuch oppoſites as moſt men are apt to 
imagine: and it would be no ſtrange thing to 
ſee ſuch as are unfixt from all ſteady princi- 
ples, cloſing in with a church that pretends 
to have a catholick unity among her members, 
and an infallible guide for her head. 
MAN x of the prefent generation can well 
remember, and all of us have heard, or.read, 
or our fathers have told us, what advatices 
Popery made among us in the compaſs of a 
three years reign, even to the ſubverſion of 
our religion and liberties; and had quickly 
been eſtabliſht by a law, had not G op pro- 
vidence interpoſed for our deliverance and 
reſcue. We are not apt to fear what we 
never felt; but the ſpirit of Popery is ſtill the 
fame, and is ever and anon breaking out a- 
gainſt all that differ from that communion. 
The poor Saltzburg emigrants have felt it 
with a vengeance: they have been driven from 
1 and lands, they have left children and 
Friends, and all that is near and dear to them 

for Chriſt's ſake, and the goſpel's. Such a 
zeal have they expreſſed, ſuch perſecutions 
and diſtreſſes have they ſuffered for a religion, 
which we think not worth contending for. 
But their wants and ſufferings have been ſea- 
ſonably relieved by ſuch of their fellow-pro- 
teſtants as know how to value their religion, 
and to commiſerate the condition of them that 
are perſecuted for righteouſneſs ſake, and by 
Charitable contributions amongſt us, many of 
C2 5 them 
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chem have been tranſplanted-ro the new co- 


* 


e es 


" & | 


Jo conclude the whole; without comparing 
gut ſelves with former times, whoſe ſins and 
npieties have drawn down the judgments of 
pon them, tis without diſpute, that 
we ſtand in great need of Reformation: and 
if any are to be found that have a zeal for 
the Loxrp of Hoſts, and will ſer their hands 
55 good work, We ought not only to ſay 

"he Lord proſper you, and, we wiſh you goog 
luc in the name of the Lord; but actually to 


* * * 


aſſiſt them, to encourage and ſupport the 


cauſe they have in hand. Tis the cauſe f 
Gov, and of religion that fuch are ingaged 
in: and it's well if a ſpirit of religion be ſtir- 
ring any where among us. It may be a len th- 
ning of our tranquility. It may pleaſe Gon 
to ſpare a wicked nation, for the few righ- 
teous that are found therein. Let us however 
intercede with him as Abraham did for So- 
dom; he may perhaps vouchſafe as gracious 
an anſwer to us, as he once did to him, and 
ſay, I will not deſtroy it for tens ſake. _ 


Now to Cod, &c. 
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yt the Societies for Promoting 
Aa Reformati on of Manners ; 


v furthering the Execution of the 4 ws 
againſt Profaneneſs and Immorality, : and 


575 other Chriſtian Methods. 


HE Reaſonableneſs of Un niting in "oY 
cieties, for the more effectual carrying 
on a Work of this Nature, need not 
be further proved, after what has been ſaid 
with 
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with ſo much Advantage upon that Subje& in 
the Annual Reformation Sermons; as alſo by 
the excellent Author of the j/2oſe Duty f 
Man, who, in his Treatiſe of the Cauſes of the 
Decay of Chriſtian Piety, hath this remarkable 
Paſſage : The Scandal, ſaith he, brought upon 
Religion, as it was not contratted by the Irre- 
gularities of one or two Perſons, but by aſſuciated 
and common Crimes ; ſoneither will it beremoved 
by a few ſingle and private Reformations. There 
mii be Combinations and publick Confederacies 
in Virtue, to ballance and counterpoiſe thoſe of 
ice, or ſhe will never recover that Honour which 
ſhe acquir d by the general Pietyof her Profeſſors. 


__ .Tmanxs be to God, many ſuch Combinations 
and publick Confederacies arc now in Being, 
who make it a great Part of their Buſineſs to op- 
poſe aſſociated, as well as particular Offenders. 


Tux Societies for Reformation of Manners are 
_ eminently of that Number: And the Uſeful- 
neſs of ſuch Confederacies is viſible from what 
has been actually brought about by means of 
the {aid Societies, far beyond what could have 
been hoped for from any private Endeavours. 
Multitudes, for theſe Furty tars laſt paſt, have 
been Sera puniſhed according to 
Law, for lewd andffcandalous Practices. Great 
Numbers of Bawdy-houſes, Sodomitical Haunts, 
Common Gaming-houſes, and other Diſorderly 
Houſes, have been ſuppreſted and ſhut up; and 
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the Streets very much purg d from the wretched 


Tribe of Njght-walking Proftitutes and moſt de. 


teſtable Sodomites. Many young Men, taken with 
lewd Women, have, by their being brought to 
timely Shame and Puniſhment, been diſcou- 
raged, and turned (as we have reaſon to hope) 
from following ſuch ſinful Courſes, which . 


cauſe them to defraud their Parents, Maſters, 


Sc. and bring themſelves to utter Ruin. More: 
over, many 'Thouſands of good Books have been 
diſperſed by theſe Societies throughout the Kings 


dom, and put into the Hands of lewd and Lx, 
e or 


fane Perſons, to awaken them to a Sen 

their Sins. By theſe various Methods, many 
Perſons have, by the Bleſſing of G op, been 
brought to a Senſe of their Sin and Danger; 
and tho they have at firſt been exaſperated 


againſt the Inſtruments of awakening them 


out of their dreadful Lethargy, and ſtopping 


them in their ſinful Courſes ; yet have they 


afterwards bleſſed Gop for their Recovery, 
and been heartily thankful to thoſe, who 


had been ſerviceable to them therein. 


Tris Undertaking, begun by a very few | 


Perſons, has mightily ſpread it ſelf, not only 
in Great Britain, but in Foreign Parts. And 
the great Good which, by Go Ds Bleſſing, has 
been done by the ſaid Societies, has very much 
animated their E They likewiſe 


have been encouraged by, ſeveral Royal Pro- 


clamations, Orders of Seſſions, Preſentments of 
” | Grand- 
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Grand-Juries in many Counties in England ; 
by the Lord-Mayors and Court of Aldermen 
of the City of London; by many Sermons of 


—— —— —— ſ— Hy72—è MWG— ꝛãf — ͤ — —— 22 — — 


the Right Reverend the Biſhops, and other 


eminent Divines, preached to the Societies; 


and by the Writings of other learned Men; 


ws 


as alſo by the ſolemn Approbation of a conſi- 


_ derable Number of Lords Node me and Tem- 


poral; and the Honourable Judges of England 
and Treland, and the Commiſhoners of wo 
Ppotoſtant Churches. ; | 


Ir muſt be eonfeſſed, That prefanenels mY 
33 do very much abound, for Want 
of a more general and hearty Concurrenee * 
this Work of Perſons of all Orders amongſt us, 
in — to the Greatnet of the Concert. 

Tay Gaid ite Have Preſdeweed and 
been aſſiſting in Proſecuting, from the Hit of 
Devember 1732, to the Firſ# of Decontber 


For Lewd and Diſorderly Praftices 170 
Sabbath- Breakers , — 240 
Including 20 Butchers, inditted at Hickrs 8. Hall for 

2 Nuſance, in ſetting out Meat upon ſeveral Days, 
which happening to be on the Lord's Day, made 

it fall under the Obſervation of the og wy 
. whom bande Goilty, and were contents | 


p TR E Total Number of W 8 
in or near La only, for Delauchery _ 
+ bo. Tos 
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Profunoneſs, for Forty Years laſt 127 5 ate 
| calculated at about ee nde e 0/1 


Tur haves: ab been aliling;! in | bringing 
to Puniſhment ſeveral Sdomitical Houſes, as 
well as divers Perſons for Sodomy, and Suomi 
tical Prattices, who have been proſecuted by 
the Direction, and at the CO of the Go- 


VERNON ; : | Bb, bn 3 


| Tu HOSE -therafote that have a juſt Zeal for 
the Honour of Go» and Religion; who deſire 
to prevent the ſpreading of the Leproſy of 
Sin; who are unwilling to have their Chil- 
dren and other Relations, or their Friends and 
Servants, corrupted by ill Examples and. wick- 
ed Allurements: Thoſe that fincerely wi 
to thoſe excellent and hopeful Nurſeries of 
Pietyand good Manners,the ChARITY Schools; 
and would be heartily grieved to fee the Chriſ- 
tian Inſtruction and pious Education that Chil- 
dren receive therein, miſcarry, through pre- 
vailing open [Temptations to Wiekedneſs, and 
a general Contempt of Religion: 'Thoſe, laſtly, 
who have any due Love to their Country, and 
would prevent a National Guilt, and thereby 
keep off National Judgments, cannot poflibly, 
one would think, but heartily approve and aſ- 
ſiſt this uſeful Deſign for ſupprefing Profane- 
pay and coy : 


0269 


pr w, 1 4 8 allen 
inſinuated, That it is not 1 
Which is intended, but the getting of Mo- 
ney from the Delinquents : and by ſuch 
+ baſe and vile Reports have impoſed on 
ſome very well-meaning People: It is here- 
by declared to the World, That ſuch a 
| Charge upon theſe Societies is abſolutely 
| | _ falſe. It is allowed, that there have been 
| [ſome baſe and wicked Perſons (not en- 
: 5 gag d, or in the leaſt concerned in this 
13 "pk who haveextorted Money from Of- 
| - "Fenders, and ſometimes from honeſt Men. 
But all fuch Practices are utterly deteſted 
- > þy,theſe Societies, (who, it is well known, 
4 ſtrictly enquired after ſuch Perſons, 
0 when diſcovered, have brought them 
- - to Puniſhment) nor do they know or be · 
lieve that any who are engagd with them 
are chargeable with ſach vile Practices. 
And to prevent as much as is poſſible, all 
Suſpicion of a mercenary Deſigu or Prin- 
cCiple in any that act in the Buſineſs of Re- 
eee the GeNTLEMEN eonoern'd have 
all along recommended and inſiſted upon 
it with their Friends, that thoſe who give 
„ againſt Fice. or Pruſancueſa, 
ſhould never receive that Part of the Pe- 
nalty which the Law allows the Inform- 
er; and it has not come to their Know- 


; ledge, that any ſuch Perſon hath acted o- 
| | ther- 


* . 


tun 

therwiſe. However, if at any Time here- 
agatfrer it ſhould bappen, that any Perſon, 
_orPerſons, concern d in this good D 
mould be chargeable with any of the evil 
Practices before-mentioned, or even with 
taking the Reward which the Law allows 
them; it is bumbly requeſted of all that 
are heartily eee tor the Intereſt af 
Religion, that they will e, da 
13 af co "AR bes 4 ee 14 2 
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9 n, confine their Proſecutions to the 
Qfences mention d in 7510 AccovN r. 


At ND for the further preventing hp 
tions from thoſe, Who arè too mu ch dif 
raiſe them, againſt this beer | Work, that 
there is more Regard had to che puniſtament, 5 
than to the Cee of profani and vicious 
Perſons ; it may not be improper t acquaint the 
World: That in Conjunctien with the other 
pious and proper Methods of Inſtruction, Ad- 
monition, and Re W the number of Books 
written and publiſhed for thoſe and the like 
Ends, and on away at their own Charge, 
are calculated at above Four hundred and 
forty two Thouſand three Hundred. 
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N. B. 
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NB. It muſt ever be moſt thankfully ac- 
knowledg'd by all who wiſh well to Mank ind, 
and the Proſperity of the Government, That 
the Juſtices of the Peace of the CoMMIT TEE 
appointed at the Seſſions of the Peace for the 
City and Liberty of Weſtminſter, for Suppreſ- 
fing of the Ngbt-Houſer and other Diſorderly 
Houſes,5c. have been very inſtrumental in Pro- 
moting this good Work, by Puniſhing as well 
the Keepers and Maintainers of a great Num- 
ber of thoſe ſort of Houſes, as alſo of many 
Lewd and Diforderh Perſons. 
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